
 
 

 

From “Airplane!” To “Zero Hour!”, because of people’s fascination with aviation, airplane movies 

have garnered a lot of popularity throughout the history of cinema. Whether we’re marvelling at a 

pilot making a heroic landing or laughing along with ridiculous antics in the air, there’s something 

about flying that keeps us watching.  

 

We have selected routes based on twenty movies with notable airliner flights, that cover a variety of 

genres, some being based on actual events. Where possible, the actual airframe as mentioned in the 

synopsis below, is used. Where information is unavailable, fictional or inconsistent, we have 

suggested an alternate airframe and operator (with no affiliation with the movie flight). The tour 

routing is non-contiguous for practical reasons. You can use movie magic to get between 

destination and departure or build your own way to the next departing location. 

Feel free to fly any airframe or livery that you like and that can 

make the distance! 

Don’t forget the popcorn!  

Sign Up & Flying 

Fly Virtual 
Presents 



 

Make sure to sign in and click on the tour button. Find the tour, click details and then sign up to register 

(Your name should appear in the participants list). Please ensure that you fly the correct flight numbers 

in sequence. 

You can use the new links on the tour details page to automatically add the flights to your schedules 

list by clicking "Add to Bid" on the right side of the screen. The flights will show up in SmartCars in your 

Flights page automatically – Click the refresh button on the SmartCars Flights if already open. 

This tour will be open until 31 March 2023. 

See below for more information. 

Your Flight and Entertainment Guide 

Leg DEP ARR Movie Movie Synopsis 

1 KLAX KORD Airplane! 
(1980) 

Screwball comedy gold, parodying 1957 movie Zero Hour! Using a Boeing 
707-300. Food poisoning strikes TWA209 and a flight attendant and an ex-
fighter pilot must land the plane safely. 

2 PHNL KLAX 
Snakes on a 

Plane  
(2006) 

The absurd storyline on an FBI agent (Samuel L. Jackson) and a bunch of 

highly poisonous snakes, deliberately released to kill a witness being flown 

on a Boeing 747-400 to L.A. to testify against a Mob Boss. It’s so bad it’s 

good. 

3 VABB VECC Cockpit  
(2017) 

Based on true incidents, the story follows a flight that gets hit by bad 

turbulent weather. The pilot, Captain Dibyendu Rakshit, attempts to land 

the plane with damaged engines. This is a Bengali language film. 

4 

 
KLAX RJAA Flight 7500 

(2014) 

Vista Pacific Flight 7500 departs LA bound for Tokyo. As the overnight flight 

makes its way over the Pacific Ocean during its ten-hour course, the 

passengers encounter what appears to be a supernatural force in the cabin. 

5 EDDB LFPG 7500 
(2019) 

A tense thriller, when terrorists try to seize control of a Airbus A319 Berlin-

Paris flight, a soft-spoken American co-pilot (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) 

struggles to save the lives of the passengers and crew while forging a 

surprising connection with one of the hijackers. 

6 KMCO KATL Flight 
(2012) 

A hot-shot pilot with a drinking problem miraculously crash-lands a 

McDonnell Douglas MD-80 and saves nearly everyone aboard, then 

undergoes public scrutiny about his drinking habits and what exactly 

happened during the moments leading up to the plane’s malfunction. The 

movie’s opening aerial sequence might be the most unnerving ever filmed. 

7 EDDB CYYR Flightplan 
(2005) 

During a long-haul flight, an airplane engineer and mother (Jodie Foster) 

discovers that her daughter is missing. Determined to find her, she 

searches the limited space of the plane while trying to maintain her sanity. 

A fictional aircraft is used but strongly resembles an Airbus A380. 



 

8 RJTT PHNL 
Happy Flight 
(2008) 

Follow many viewpoints of the ensemble cast on All Nippon Airlines and 
everything that goes on behind the scenes from the operations of the 
ground crew at the check in counter, to the maintenance team, from the 
control tower operations centre and right up into the Boeing 747-400 with 
the duties of the pilot and that of the cabin crew. 

9 KMEM NFFN Cast Away 
(2000) 

A FedEx executive (Tom Hanks) undergoes a physical and emotional 
transformation after the FedEx 88  McDonnell Douglas MD-11 crash lands 

near a deserted island. For this flight, the destination is Nadi in Fiji, which is 
close to the island used for filming. 
 

10 KMIA KLAX Passenger 57 
(1992) 

 
An airline security expert (Wesley Snipes) must take action when he finds 
himself trapped on a passenger jet when terrorists seize control of the 
Atlantic International Airlines Lockheed L-1011 TriStar. 
 

11 KLGA KORD 

Planes Trains 

& 

Automobiles 
(1987) 

The humorous tale of Neal Page (Steve Martin), who is trying to get home 
from New York City to Chicago for Thanksgiving. At the start of his journey, 
he meets Del Griffith (John Candy), and the two end up sitting next to each 
other on the Boeing 707-300 flight out of New York. Before long, a blizzard 
causes their plane to divert to Wichita, Kansas. From there, the two are 
forced to use every mode of transportation imaginable to get back to 
Chicago. 

12 KLGA KCLT 
Sully 
(2016) 

The movie adaption of the impressive true story behind Captain Chesley 
“Sully” Sullenberg’s (Tom Hanks) daring landing of his U.S. Airways Flight 
1549, Airbus A320, on January 15, 2009, also known as the “Miracle on the 
Hudson” US Airlines later merged with American Airlines. In our scenario, 
we make the planned destination safely! 

13 KDAL KMIA 
Red Eye 
(2005) 

Close-quarters thriller that takes its main character's fear of flying to scary 
new heights. Rachel McAdams plays Lisa, who befriends fellow passenger 
Jackson (Cillian Murphy). Quickly, though, she discovers their encounter is 
anything but random: He holds her hostage, coercing her into helping him 
with a terrorist plot by threatening to have her father killed if she doesn't 
comply. The interior of the aircraft is supposed to be a Boeing B767, but the 
exterior shots are of an Airbus A320, Boeing 727, Boeing 737, and Boeing 
777! 

14 SUMU SCEL 

Alive 
(Miracle 
Flight 571) 
(1993) 

After crash-landing a Fairchild FH-227D in the snow swept Andes in 1972 ,a 
Uruguayan rugby team have no choice but to turn to desperate measures 
in order to survive  .Based on the true story of the event and the seventy-
day aftermath  ,it is an extraordinary tribute to human solidarity and 
determination when facing cruel adversity 

15 CYUL CYWG 
Freefall; 
Flight 174 
(1995) 

True story of Air Canada flight 143, a brand-new Canadian airliner (Boeing 
767-233) running out of fuel in-flight to Edmonton, due to a miscalculation 
in fuel gallon-to-liter conversion (41,000 ft) and forced to glide to a former 
RCAF base airfield in Gimli, Manitoba, July 23rd, 1983. The airstrip was in 
use at the time. Captain Bob Pearson (William Devane) co-pilot Maurice 
Quintal and airline engineer Rick Dion were the real people who landed the 
61 passengers of the aircraft safely while avoiding those on the ground. 
Since Gimli no longer has an active airfield, we have diverted to Winnipeg, 
the closest major airport to Gimli. 
 



 

 

16 EGLL BIKF 

Rough Air, 
Danger on 
Flight 534 
(2001) 

Having taken the blame for an accident beyond his control, a pilot has been 
on administrative leave; however, when the airline is desperately short of 
staff, he is offered to be first officer and accepts. His come-back proves less 
than routine, as the captain gets knocked out while piloting an Airbus A300, 
a collision as well as a murderer being transported by police require 
courageous action from Mike, his crew and several passengers. 

17 LGAV KIAD 

Executive 

Decision 
(1996) 

 

 
When terrorists seize control of a Boeing 747-200, Intelligence expert David 
Grant (Kurt Russell) suspects another reason and convinces the military 
that the 'plane should not be allowed to enter U.S. airspace’. An assault 
mission is devised, using a specially equipped 'plane designed for mid-air 
crew transfers, and Grant finds himself aboard the 747 with a team of 
military anti-terrorists who have to defuse a bomb and overpower the 
terrorists. 
 

18 KIAD KSLC 
Airport ‘75 
(1976) 

When an in-flight collision incapacitates the pilots of a Boeing 747-123 
airplane bound for Los Angeles, stewardess Nancy Pryor (Karen Black) is 
forced to take over the controls. From the ground, her boyfriend Alan 
Murdock (Charlton Heston), a retired test pilot, tries to talk her through 
piloting and landing the B747 aircraft. The anxious passengers, among 
which are a noisy nun (Helen Reddy) and a cranky man (Sid Caesar) -- are 
aggravating the already tense atmosphere. One of the popular 70’s Airport 
series. 

19 ZUCK ZUUU The Captain 
(2019) 

Based on the Sichuan Airlines Flight 8633, Director Andrew Lau's cinematic 
portrayal of the most miraculous emergency landing in the contemporary 
history of Chinese aviation. On the morning of May 14th, 2018, the flight in 
an Airbus A319 is thrown into a state of panic when the cockpit windshield 
shatters after takeoff. Cabin temperatures plummet, passengers are losing 
consciousness, and all communication to control is lost. Heading into an 
enormous storm with the co-pilot sucked halfway out of the cockpit 
window, the plane’s strong-willed Captain, Liu Chuan Jian, is determined to 
bring everyone home safely. 

20 CYWG CYVR Zero Hour! 
(1957) 

In 1950s Canada, during a commercial flight, the pilots and some 
passengers suffer food poisoning, thus forcing an ex-WW2 fighter pilot Lt. 
Ted Stryker (Dana Andrews) to try to land the airliner in heavy fog. The 
plane is a C-54/DC-4. The movie’s rights were bought by the producers of 
Airplane! and some of the dialogue is used verbatim.  


